
CHAPTER 3

Karma & the Three VOws

THE PRINCIPLE OF KARMIC CAUSALITY ------

ONCE AGAIN, those of you gathered here should remain undistracted and
focus all your attention on the teachings you are about to receive. With

the attitude that you are spontaneously accomplishing both your own and

others' welfare, listen attentively. The Sutra Requested by King Chandra
states:

Speech, ears, faith, knowledge,
And freedom from hindrances-

These five are hard to come by,
So always listen to the Teacher's speech.

As taught here, you should listen one-pointedly and with great respect, and

then practice by bringing what you've heard into your own experience.
The buddhas have many skillful methods. Their wisdom and compas-

sion is free from prejudice and their enlightened activities are wondrous.
The teachers of the three kayas who possess these qualities have given an
inconceivable number of teachings to establish us in the state ofliberation.
In other words, their teachings are intended to bring all sentient beings

throughout the three realms to the state of unsurpassed enlightenment.
All of these teachings can be condensed into two categories: the Vehicle

of Perfections and the Secret Mantra Vajra Vehicle. In the former, the path
functions as the cause, whereas in the latter, the fruition is taken as the path.
In the present context, the step-by-step instructions you are receiving are
being taught from the perspective of the Secret Mantra Vajra Vehicle.

As explained above, the freedoms and endowments are difficult to
obtain in their entirety. By nature, they are impermanent, unstable, and




