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Foreword on the texts

The text translated here is an extract from the Teaching on the Initiation
(Sekoddesa), which is one of the most important sources of the K1Hacakratradi-
tion and consists of 174 stanzas. According to its literature this is the first text of
the Ka1acakrato have come down to us and contains the essential nucleus of its
doctrines. It is, in fact, considered to be a section of the Paramiidibuddha, or the
MUlakiilacakratantra,the root tantra in twelve thousand verses, that was lost in
Sanskrit and was not translated into Tibetan.

Tradition has it that the Paramiidibuddha was first promulgated by Lord Bud-
dha at the request ofSucandra, an emanation ofVajrapal)i and king of the mythical
realm of Sambhala, in the DharmadhiitumalJcjalaat Srldhanyakataka-a sacred
place in the proximity of Amaravati in the Guntur District of Andra Pradesh
in India, regarded in the Ka1acakra tradition as the fount of all the Vajrayana
teachings. Sucandra then wrote the twelve thousand verses of the Mulatantra
of the Kiilacakra and returned to Sambhala where he taught and transmitted
it. The king was followed by a lineage of kings of Sambhala, all practition-
ers of the Kalacakra doctrines. The seventh king, Yasas, was an emanation of
MaftjusrI; he was known as the first Kalkin, or sovereign master, of Sambhala.
He wrote the Srfkiilacakra or Laghukiilacakra tantra, an abridged version of the
Paramiidibuddha, traditionally considered to consist of 1,030 stanzas; this text
is still extant in Sanskrit and in Tibetan and functions in the tradition as the root
tantra. Yasas's spiritual descendant, PUI)<.farlka,who is considered an emanation
of Avalokitesvani, wrote an extensive commentary to this tantra, the twelve-
thousand-line Vimalaprabhii.




